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The minority communities in the united states have encountered various challenges for a long time. There has been a successful measure that has been enacted in the efforts of ending this problem. The minority communities are exposed to discrimination and victimization only because they belong to a certain race or community. Before the country's civil war, there was a rampant disregard of human rights when handling the minorities in the country. This caused uproar and an increased campaign against such practices. Ethnic/ racial profile has been approached by the formulation of civil rights and other policies that have reduced the occurrence rate. The historical injustices towards the minority races have still not been addressed, which continues to expose minorities such as African Americans to social challenges and underdevelopment. The two theories propose different approaches to crime and have a specific response when it comes to incarceration.
Discrimination and ethnic profiling have been promoted even in the criminal justice system through the policies that and sentences that are discriminatory. Although the blacks are the minority in the country, they form almost three-quarters of the incarceration center population, which has raised concerns about the effectiveness of the criminal justice system. There has been continuous investment in the maintenance of incarceration centers without addressing increased crimes among the minority communities. The blacks' overrepresentation indicates that there is an intentional process of ensuring that minorities are punished discriminatively in the criminal justice system. According to the criminology theories, there is a need to understand the concept of crimes before formulating policies used in dealing with the crimes. This paper will be analyzing the overrepresentation of black Americans in the justice system concerning the classical and strain theory. 
The overrepresentation of black Americans in the justice system can be attributed to various factors. It has been linked with the crime rate in the neighborhoods occupied by the minority groups in the country. Criminology theories have approached this concern through a theoretical and practical perspective (lecture 2 Gatson). According to the two theories, concerns seek to explain the situation faced by young African males in the criminal justice system. Civil rights have been skewed to favor a certain group of communities while punishing the other. It is more likely that a black male born in America will spend most of his entire life in prison. Half of the country's national inmates are the minority black Americans despite them being only less than twenty percent of the general population. The criminal justice policies need to be based more on rational thinking and not general assumption and belief in the classical theories of crimes. 
The strain theory explains that the level of satisfaction determines the levels of crimes in the society that an individual has with society. Members of the society have aspirations that they aim to achieve, maybe after a certain period in their lives, but they fail to get equal opportunities to realize their dreams. Lecture 3 Gatson argues that when individuals fail to achieve their goals through legal and ethical means, they result in crime and illegal means to achieve gratification. The communities where the minorities reside are characterized by high poverty levels that they do not get equal opportunities compared to the whites to achieve their goals and aspirations. To achieve gratification that they have lacked through the legal methods, they result in crimes at an early age to feel at per with their peers from the other neighborhoods. This explains why the rate of crimes in minority groups is high, which leads to incarceration rates increasing.
According to Thornberry, (2018) classical theory, also known as the rational theory, assumes that every individual can compare the consequences of an action and decide which action to take. Engaging in crime based on this theory is a rational decision that one makes individually, regardless of society's other factors. This theory advocates for punishments that are directly proportional to the crime committed to preventing crime (Gabbidon, 2015). Harsh penalties mean that one rational decision will be based on the types of consequences that one is likely to face for engaging in a specific action. The minority communities have reported high crime rates, and it can only be controlled through harsh punishments. The policy of incarceration aims to discourage crimes in society by creating an example of what it would cost to engage in a single rime. This theory, however, cannot be effective when the punishments are targeted towards a certain community. The incarceration should be applied without bias and should be based on the type of crime that one has committed. Not all crimes are supposed to be taken through incarceration, but that is not the country's case. Any case involving a black American is guaranteed to end in incarceration.
The two theories of crimes illustrate the impact of a criminal justice system that is free from bias or discriminative towards the minority groups. The strain theory calls for other measures apart from incarceration to reduce the crime rate in the communities. Programs that would provide children equal opportunities regardless of their race would satisfy the members and keep them away from crimes. Education should be made affordable so that all children can afford quality education to achieve their aspirations in life. Incarceration alone is not the solution to the crimes in the country. Criminal justice policies must be based on dealing with the causes of crimes and not the crime itself. The application of the policies that are formulated must free from bias or discrimination so that the intended result can be achieved. 
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